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Our mission at St. Charles RC Primary School is to try and centre our life in Jesus Christ,    

the spiritual foundation of our community. 

We aim to pass on the faith we share in partnership with you. 

We want the children in our care to grow and develop to their full potential within a caring 

Catholic community which recognises fully their true worth and God given talents. We look 

forward to working with you in a spirit of mutual trust and support. 

We take pride belonging to St. Charles RC Primary School. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

As a family of God, we love to learn and learn to love 

 

 



Project/ proposal 

name:  

Play in mud, soil and mound area, St Charles R.C. Primary School  

Type of assessment 

(tick one box): 

 

Designer           

Provider/manager / 

Post-installation  

Monitoring  

Assessor:   Name    Charlotte Derry 

Position  

Date 24.04.2017 

Description and location of facility, feature, activity or equipment: 

The area pictured above is a large space with a central mound incorporating a stone path/trail to the 

top. There is a broader bank behind the mound with a stepping stone path on the ridge above a grass 

and soil bank. Several gently sloping mounds planted with trees surround the central mound. There is 

a snaking trench between the landscape features that takes water away from the adjacent filed area, 

and is being promoted as a playable muddy river trench.  Surrounding the whole area is a self-binding 

gravel path and there is large space of self-binding gravel which will be promoted as a congregation 

space. There are stone slab paths in and between the banks and mounds and in the river-trench. 

There are areas of mushy soft wet mud which is deeper during winter and spring, and the river dries 

out during late spring and summer leaving a trench of dry solid mud. To the rear of the area is a 

narrow tunnel den bordering the fence line which is very popular with the children for exploring and 

getting through. 

 

Children play in and around the trench, on and around the mounds and trees and on and across the 

stepping stone paths and wooden log “bridges” between the river “banks”  

 

Potential activities considered in this assessment include running, tig, jumping, hiding, role-play, 

crawling, using the space as an assault course, chasing, sliding, pushing, covering and modifying 

areas with loose materials. Balancing, dancing, communication, performing, relaxing, rolling down 

hills, hiding, making mud pies with a range of shaping resources , carrying and transporting mud, 

materials and water across and through, camouflaging areas, collecting natural materials stones, 

bricks, branches and building them into play. Holding onto and moving in between the trees and tree 

stakes. 

   

Date to review risk-benefit assessment: 

    _______________________ (annually) 

Signature of Headteacher:  

   This will be reviewed annually. Any changes and reasons will be reported 

and discussed at Governing Body meetings in the interim. 



Main Form: Risk-benefit assessment 

Benefits:  The landscape promotes natural playful movement on what the children are 

calling the “cliff” and “the mountain”. The natural soft materials of the mud soil 

and grass are tactile and are a fun to move and manipulate and the malleability 

of these materials provides huge freedom and choice within the play. The 

materials provide exposure to dirt and healthy bacteria, as well as offering 

sensory experiences with natural materials. Creating, building, shaping and 

fixing promote the use of imagination as well as providing opportunities for 

communication, and particularly co-operation, leading and sharing. Play in this 

area in all its forms contributes to a general sense of well-being.  

Risks (taking 

into account any 

technical 

information 

identified in the 

supplementary 

form below): 

This assessment considers only the serious risks inherent with play in this part of 

the school environment and those risks with a high likely hood of serious harm. 

 

A serious head or bodily injury could possibly arise from falling onto the stones, or 

onto a dangerous piece of litter left in the grounds, or through a collision with large 

object such as tree, fence or another child/children. 

 

Puddles of stagnant muddy water are at risk of contamination from cat or rat urine 

and can cause a serious illness such as weils disease if a) ingested in a 

significant quantity or b) if it comes into contact with open wounds on the body. In 

the case of our school we would be mindful particularly of leptospirosis (weils 

disease), and of toxoplasmosis (with children with low immunity) from animals 

such as mice rats, foxes, birds or cats entering and defecating in stagnant 

watery/muddy or sandy areas.  

 

Dangerous litter could be found within the den area and cause a serious injury. 

 

There is a very low likelyhood of a child drowning in the water in the river bed. 

This would only be possible during very wet periods and when the water might be 

of a significant depth and if the child were unable to lift its face/head out of the 

water to gain air. 

Local factors: Cats regularly come on site and for the purpose of this assessment we assume 

that foxes do come on site (although they have not been observed). 

 

The school does not suffer from a rat or mouse infestation and droppings have not 

been found in the grounds. To date we have no reported instances of cat or fox 

faeces in the sandy or soil areas but due to the high volume of cats coming on 

site, we will assume cat faeces in open soil areas are likely. 

 

Wildlife is becoming established and is being encouraged onto site through 

development of wilder spaces and there will be on-going monitoring to assess 



what animals might come into site. 

 

The grounds are surrounded by housing and by a footpath which runs alongside a 

large playing field and park. The gates to the playing field are opened during 

collection and drop off times only. The space is monitored by CCTV and there are 

very few instances of out of hours vandalism or entry.    

Precedents 

&/or  

comparisons: 

We have utilised comprehensive guidance from Muddy Faces (for Muddy play), 

Rospa (for sand and soil play) and Learning through Landscapes (for soil and 

sandpits) to inform our approach, judgement and management controls in 

relation to our site. 

 

We have also used Heath and safety Executive (HSE) guidance on soil, sand 

and water-borne illnesses to inform our checks and controls.   

Decision: We would highly promote muddy play in this area because of the high level of 

benefits and the relatively low  likelyhood of a serious incident occurring 

associated with the likely play in this area. Supervision and management 

monitoring controls, including groundrules are in place to significantly minimise 

the likelihood of serious harm from this play activity. 

Actions taken: Supervision 

During morning and lunchtime play, children are supervised by one TA at all 

times. A second TA is positioned in the adjoining field area and a teacher is 

positioned on the lower side of the river bed.   

 

Wearing of good footwear (ideally wellies) is enforced when using the muddy soil 

areas are particularly wet and slippy. The scope and range of use of the boulders 

and mounds is moderated during very bad weather conditions, and/or in response 

to children’s capacity to manage themselves and look after others at any given 

time.  

First aid and emergency responding 

The positioning and circulation of staff is organised so that an adult can be in sight 

of another adult the majority of the time, and therefore able to call for help or 

assistance if needed. Children are trained to be aware of the green triangle 

system in school and to take the triangle to an adult as soon as an emergency 

alarm is raised.  

Hygiene 

All children playing in this area are encouraged to wash their hands before 

returning into the classroom at the end of playtime. It will become routine that 

wellies are stored outside so that mud and soil does not travel into school as 

frequently. 

Safety checks 

It is strongly recommended that safety checks are carried out – particularly for 

litter in the den area, and for animal faeces - please see below.  



 

 

Ongoing 

management 

and monitoring: 

Recommendations 

Safety and checks  

Ideally there will be an ongoing annual monitoring and maintenance with the 

playground builders to ensure the fixed elements in the mud play area are secure 

and robust. 

To take out a forest school emergency first aid kit - to include a face shield for 

water resuscitation and a warm material blanket/cover for cold exposure. 

Daily safety checks should ideally be carried out every day and prior to any use by 

staff and children – particularly to check for cat or animal faeces and dangerous 

litter. Ideally there should be a control is in place so that stagnant areas are 

flushed clean or dug over if required. Staff should wear gloves at all times during 

litter checks and sand and cleaning duties to prevent possible contamination from 

micro-organisms that may carry harmful bacteria.  

Investigate and cost adding in outside hand-washing facilities to make hygiene 

easier to manage. 

Training 

Children ideally should be trained to manage their own hygiene without becoming 

overly fearful of making contact with mud (as most bacteria is very healthy!) but to 

be aware of the risks if they have cuts or grazes and play in this area, and to 

understand the importance of hand-washing. 

Staff should ideally receive training about soil, water and sand based diseases, 

and to promote good hygiene practices, (particularly if children have scratches or 

grazes), during any soil or muddy play.  

All staff to learn and practice basic live-saving strategies for water emergencies or 

head injuries. This could be done with the school nurses and/or with the Red 

Cross or RLSS.  


